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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to request for reconsideration filed January 5, 2009 and IDS 
filed March 12, 2009. 

2. Claims 1-13 are pending. Claims 1, 6, 11, 12 and 13 are independent claims. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The Office acknowledges receipt of the Information Disclosure Statement filed March 
12, 2009. It has been placed in the application file and the information referred to therein has 
been considered. 

Response to Arguments 

4. The non- statutory double-patenting rejection of claims 1-13 over the claims of U.S. 
Patent No. 7,379,655 to Koyabu et al. is withdrawn in view of the filing on January 5, 2009 of a 
terminal disclaimer. 

5. The allowability of the identified features of claims 1, 5 and 10 in the previous Office 
action is withdrawn in view of the Japanese Application Publication No. 1 1-8810, listed in the 
IDS filed on March 12, 2009 by Applicants. 

New grounds of rejection of claims 1-13 are therefore introduced herein. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. §112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

7. Claims 1, 5 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
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convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 

Claims 1, 5 and 10 recite the limitations: 

(a) the first image, the search condition setting image, and the second image; and 

wherein the means for superimposing superimposes (a) over a current 
video signal. 

While the limitations first image (i.e., user preference information shown in FIG. 7, 
element T1A), search condition setting image (shown in FIGs. 5 and 6), second image (i.e., 
search result shown in FIG. 8) are individually described in the specification and shown in the 
aforementioned figures, the combination of these limitations in one display, as implied with the 
use of preposition and, is found nowhere described in the specification and the drawings. 

Furthermore, the limitation wherein the means for superimposing superimposes the 
aforementioned combination of limitations over a current video signal does not appear to be 
shown in any drawings and/or explicitly described in the specification. The interpretation of the 
aforementioned limitation is that there is a current video image displayed on the screen and the 
the user preference information, search condition setting image and search result are all 
displayed as an overlay on top of the video image. 

Moreover, the limitation (b) {the first image or the search condition setting image) and 
the second image does appear to be nowhere supported in the specification and/or shown in the 
drawings. While the first image or the user preference information) is shown in FIG. 7, the 
search condition setting image is shown in FIGs. 5 and 6, the search result is shown in FIG. 8, 
the combination of first image and second result or that of the search condition setting image and 
second image is nowhere described or shown in the drawings. FIG. 8 does not appear to show 
the limitation (b) because it only shows the search results and some of the conditions set by the 
user (e.g., NIGHT and DRAMA). FIG. 8, however, does not show all of the elements depicted 
in FIG. 7 and FIGs. 5-6. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 5,977,964 to Williams et al. ("Williams") in view of JP 1 1-8810 by Robarts et al. 
("Robarts") and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,793,438 to Bedard. 

Claim 1 

Willaims discloses at least an information receiving apparatus for receiving headline 
information related to information, comprising: 

memory means for storing user preference information (see Office action mailed 
September 22, 2006); 

means for detecting reception of a plurality of headline information related to the 
information (see Office action mailed September 22, 2006); 

means for searching, based on said user preference information stored in said 
memory means, headline information coincided with said user preference information 
among received headline information at the time when the reception of said plurality of 
headline information is detected by said detecting means (see Office action mailed 
September 22, 2006); 

wherein said user preference information includes a plurality of registration 
patterns (see at least Williams 1 1 :22 - 12:7), 

wherein the registration pattern is preselected information corresponding to an 
event and a timing of the event and limits the headline information that is to be searched 
(see at least Williams 1 1 :61-67), 

wherein one of the plurality of registration patterns is selected first by a user, 
preceding a selection of corresponding search criteria (see at least Williams 11:61-12:7 



Application/Control Number: 09/613,067 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2421 

and 17:17-22 and discussion in the examiner's response to Applicants' arguments in the 
previous Office action), and 

wherein results of searching based on said user preference information are a 
function of the selected registration pattern combined with the selection of corresponding 
search criteria (see at least Williams 11:61-12:7 and 17: 17-22 and discussion in the 
examiner's response to Applicants' arguments in the previous Office action). 
Williams does not specifically disclose the remaining features of the claim. 
However, in an analogous art, Robarts discloses: 

means for generating a first image corresponding to the user preference 
information (see at least FIG. 11, e.g., Mom's preference); 

means for generating a search condition setting image corresponding to a user 
set search condition (see at least FIGs. 7-8); 

means for generating a second image corresponding to a search result (see at 
least FIGs. 7, 11, 15). 

means for superimposing (see at least FIG. 7) either: 

(a) the first image (e.g., "Movies", "Action", "all networks", "all 
programs", "PG"), the search condition setting image (e.g., fields for entering the 
user's aforementioned search conditions), and the second image (e.g., the shown 
search results), or 

(b) the first image (e.g., "Movies", "Action", "all networks", "all 
programs", "PG") or the search condition setting image (e.g., fields for entering 
the user's aforementioned search conditions) and the second image (e.g., the 
shown search results). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add these user interfaces taught by Robarts to Williams because these 
interfaces correspond to the user preference information as claimed. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to add these features to Williams to improve and facilitate the 
search of favorite programs for a user. 

Williams-Robarts does not specifically disclose the remaining features of the claim. 
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However, in an analogous art, Bedard discloses wherein the means for superimposing 
superimposes (a) or (b) over a current video signal (see at least FIG. 4). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the overlaying feature as taught in Bedard in Williams-Robarts 
because this feature would allow a user to continue watching the current program while being 
able to perform a quick search of a program of interest to her/him. 

Claim 6 

Williams discloses at least a method for receiving headline information related to an 
information, the method comprising the steps of: 

storing user preference information (see Office action mailed September 22, 2006); 

detecting reception of a plurality of headline information related to an information (see 
Office action mailed September 22, 2006); 

searching, based on said user preference information stored at said storing step, headline 
information coincided with said user preference information among received headline 
information at the time when the reception of said plurality of headline information is detected at 
said detecting step (see Office action mailed September 22, 2006); 

wherein said user preference information includes a plurality of registration patterns 
(see at least Williams 11:22 - 12:7), 

wherein each registration pattern is preselected information corresponding to an event 
and a timing of the event (see at least Williams 1 1 :22 - 12:7) and, 

limiting the headline information that is to be searched (see at least Williams 1 1 :61-67), 

wherein one of the plurality of registration patterns is selected first by a user, preceding 
a selection of corresponding search criteria (see at least Williams 11:61 - 12:7 and 17: 17-22 and 
discussion in the examiner's response to Applicants' arguments in the previous Office action), 
and 

wherein results of searching based on said user preference information are a function of 
the selected registration pattern combined with the selection of corresponding search criteria 
(see at least Williams 11:61 - 12:7 and 17: 17-22 and discussion in the examiner's response to 
Applicants' arguments in the previous Office action). 
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Williams does not specifically disclose the remaining features of the claim. 
However, in an analogous art, Robarts discloses: 

generating a first image corresponding to the user preference information (see at 
least FIG. 11, e.g., Mom's preference); 

generating a search condition setting image corresponding to a user set search 
condition (see at least FIGs. 7-8); 

generating a second image corresponding to a search result (see at least FIGs. 7, 
11, 15). 

superimposing (see at least FIG. 7) either: 

the first image (e.g., "Movies", "Action", "all networks", "all programs", 
"PG"), the search condition setting image (e.g., fields for entering the user's 
aforementioned search conditions), and the second image (e.g., the shown search 
results), or 

the first image (e.g., "Movies", "Action", "all networks", "all programs", 
"PG") or the search condition setting image (e.g., fields for entering the user's 
aforementioned search conditions) and the second image (e.g., the shown search 
results). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add these user interfaces taught by Robarts to Williams because these 
interfaces correspond to the user preference information as claimed. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to add these features to Williams to improve and facilitate the 
search of favorite programs for a user. 

Williams-Robarts does not specifically disclose the remaining feature of the claim. 

However, in an analogous art, Bedard discloses that the superimposing is performed over 
a current video signal (see at least FIG. 4). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the overlaying feature as taught in Bedard in Williams-Robarts 
because this feature would allow a user to continue watching the current program while being 
able to perform a quick search of a program of interest to her/him. 
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Claim 11 

A program information receiving apparatus for receiving an Electronic 
Program Guide (EPG) information, comprising: 

remote commander means (see Office action mailed September 22, 2006); 

memory means for storing user preference information entered from said remote 
commander means (see Office action mailed September 22, 2006); 

means for detecting reception of a plurality of headline information related to an 
information (see Office action mailed September 22, 2006); and 

means for searching, based on said user preference information stored in said memory 
means, headline information coincided with said user preference information among received 
headline information at the time when the reception of said plurality of headline information is 
detected by said detecting means (see Office action mailed September 22, 2006); 

wherein said user preference information includes a plurality of registration patterns 
(see at least Williams 11:22 - 12:7), 

wherein the registration pattern is preselected information corresponding to an event 
and a timing of the event and limits the headline information that is to be searched (see at least 
Williams 11:61-67), 

wherein one of the plurality of registration patterns is selected first by a user, preceding 
a selection of corresponding search criteria (see at least Williams 11:61-12:7 and 17: 17-22 and 
discussion in the examiner's response to Applicants' arguments in the previous Office action), 
and 

wherein the results of searching based on said user preference information are a function 
of the selected registration pattern combined with the selection of corresponding search criteria 
(see at least Williams 11:61 - 12:7 and 17: 17-22 and discussion in the examiner's response to 
Applicants' arguments in the previous Office action). 

Williams does not specifically disclose the remaining features of the claim. 

However, in an analogous art, Robarts discloses: 

means for generating a first image corresponding to the user preference 

information (see at least FIG. 11, e.g., Mom's preference); 
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means for generating a search condition setting image corresponding to a user 
set search condition (see at least FIGs. 7-8); 

means for generating a second image corresponding to a search result (see at 
least FIGs. 7, 11, 15). 

means for superimposing (see at least FIG. 7) either: 

the first image (e.g., "Movies", "Action", "all networks", "all programs", 

"PG"), the search condition setting image (e.g., fields for entering the user's 

aforementioned search conditions), and the second image (e.g., the shown search 

results), or 

the first image (e.g., "Movies", "Action", "all networks", "all programs", 
"PG") or the search condition setting image (e.g., fields for entering the user's 
aforementioned search conditions) and the second image (e.g., the shown search 
results). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add these user interfaces taught by Robarts to Williams because these 
interfaces correspond to the user preference information as claimed. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to add these features to Williams to improve and facilitate the 
search of favorite programs for a user. 

Williams-Robarts does not specifically disclose the remaining feature of the claim. 

However, in an analogous art, Bedard discloses that the superimposing is performed over 
a current video signal (see at least FIG. 4). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the overlaying feature as taught in Bedard in Williams-Robarts 
because this feature would allow a user to continue watching the current program while being 
able to perform a quick search of a program of interest to her/him. 

Claim 12 

An information receiving apparatus for receiving headline information related 
to information, comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 09/613,067 Page 1 0 

Art Unit: 2421 

a memory unit that stores user preference information (see Office action mailed 
September 22, 2006); 

a detection unit that detects reception of a plurality of headline information related to the 
information (see Office action mailed September 22, 2006); 

a searching unit that searches, based on said user preference information stored in said 
memory unit, headline information coincided with said user preference information among 
received headline information at the time when the reception of said plurality of headline 
information is detected by said detection unit (see Office action mailed September 22, 2006). 

wherein said user preference information includes a plurality of registration patterns 
(see at least Williams 11:22 - 12:7), 

wherein the registration pattern is preselected information corresponding to an event 
and a timing of the event and limits the headline information that is to be searched (see at least 
Williams 11:61-67), 

wherein one of the plurality of registration patterns is selected first by a user, preceding 
a selection of corresponding search criteria (see at least Williams 11:61 - 12:7 and 17: 17-22 and 
discussion in the examiner's response to Applicants' arguments in the previous Office action), 
and 

wherein results of searching based on said user preference information are a function of 
the selected registration pattern combined with the selection of corresponding search criteria 
(see at least Williams 11:61 - 12:7 and 17: 17-22 and discussion in the examiner's response to 
Applicants' arguments in the previous Office action). 

Williams does not specifically disclose the remaining features of the claim. 
However, in an analogous art, Robarts discloses: 

a first image generating unit that generates a first image corresponding to the 
user preference information (see at least FIG. 11, e.g., Mom's preference); 

a search condition setting image unit that generates a set search condition setting 
image corresponding to a user set search condition (see at least FIGs. 7-8); 

a second image generating unit that generates a second image corresponding to a 
search result (see at least FIGs. 7, 11, 15). 

a superimposing unit that superimposes (see at least FIG. 7) either: 
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the first image (e.g., "Movies", "Action", "all networks", "all programs", 
"PG"), the search condition setting image (e.g., fields for entering the user's 
aforementioned search conditions), and the second image (e.g., the shown search 
results), or 

the first image (e.g., "Movies", "Action", "all networks", "all programs", 
"PG") or the search condition setting image (e.g., fields for entering the user's 
aforementioned search conditions) and the second image (e.g., the shown search 
results). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add these user interfaces taught by Robarts to Williams because these 
interfaces correspond to the user preference information as claimed. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to add these features to Williams to improve and facilitate the 
search of favorite programs for a user. 

Williams-Robarts does not specifically disclose the remaining feature of the claim. 

However, in an analogous art, Bedard discloses that the superimposing is performed over 
a current video signal (see at least FIG. 4). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the overlaying feature as taught in Bedard in Williams-Robarts 
because this feature would allow a user to continue watching the current program while being 
able to perform a quick search of a program of interest to her/him. 

Claim 13 

A program information receiving apparatus for receiving Electronic Program Guide 
(EPG) information, comprising: 

a remote commander unit (see Office action mailed September 22, 2006); 

a memory unit adapted to store user preference information entered from said remote 
commander unit (see Office action mailed September 22, 2006); 

a detection unit that detects reception of a plurality of headline information related to an 
information (see Office action mailed September 22, 2006); and 
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a searching unit that searches, based on said user preference information stored in said 
memory unit, headline information coincided with said user preference information among 
received headline information at the time when the reception of said plurality of headline 
information is detected by said detection unit (see Office action mailed September 22, 2006). 

wherein said user preference information includes a plurality of registration patterns 
(see at least Williams 11:22 - 12:7), 

wherein the registration pattern is preselected information corresponding to an event 
and a timing of the event and limits the headline information that is to be searched (see at least 
Williams 11:61-67), 

wherein one of the plurality of registration patterns is selected first by a user, preceding 
a selection of corresponding search criteria (see at least Williams 11:61-12:7 and 17: 17-22 and 
discussion in the examiner's response to Applicants' arguments in the previous Office action), 
and 

wherein the results of searching based on said user preference information are a function 
of the selected registration pattern combined with the selection of corresponding search criteria 
(see at least Williams 11:61 - 12:7 and 17: 17-22 and discussion in the examiner's response to 
Applicants' arguments in the previous Office action). 

Williams does not specifically disclose the remaining features of the claim. 
However, in an analogous art, Robarts discloses: 

a first image generating unit that generates a first image corresponding to the 
user preference information (see at least FIG. 11, e.g., Mom's preference); 

a search condition setting image unit that generates a set search condition setting 
image corresponding to a user set search condition (see at least FIGs. 7-8); 

a second image generating unit that generates a second image corresponding to a 
search result (see at least FIGs. 7, 11, 15). 

a superimposing unit that superimposes (see at least FIG. 7) either: 

the first image (e.g., "Movies", "Action", "all networks", "all programs", 
"PG"), the search condition setting image (e.g., fields for entering the user's 
aforementioned search conditions), and the second image (e.g., the shown search 
results), or 
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the first image (e.g., "Movies", "Action", "all networks", "all programs", 
"PG") or the search condition setting image (e.g., fields for entering the user's 
aforementioned search conditions) and the second image (e.g., the shown search 
results). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add these user interfaces taught by Robarts to Williams because these 
interfaces correspond to the user preference information as claimed. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to add these features to Williams to improve and facilitate the 
search of favorite programs for a user. 

Williams-Robarts does not specifically disclose the remaining feature of the claim. 

However, in an analogous art, Bedard discloses that the superimposing is performed over 
a current video signal (see at least FIG. 4). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the overlaying feature as taught in Bedard in Williams-Robarts 
because this feature would allow a user to continue watching the current program while being 
able to perform a quick search of a program of interest to her/him. 

Claims 2-5 and 7-10 (Original) 

See Office action mailed September 22, 2006. 

Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Hoang-Vu A. Nguyen-Ba whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3701 . The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 - 17:30. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
Supervisor, John Miller can be reached at (571) 272-7353. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571)273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the TC 2400 Group receptionist: 571-272-2400. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Hoang-Vu Antony Nguyen-Ba/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2421 



April 7, 2009 



